Family Medicine Clerkship

Welcome to the Yagheli Shesh Qenq’a Anchorage Native Primary Care Center Family Medicine Clerkship in Anchorage, Alaska. We hope this clinical experience will be both rewarding and informative, offering you a meaningful perspective on the uniqueness of Alaska, the Alaska Native community, and Southcentral Foundation’s Nuka System of Care.

The following information and guidelines are provided to assist you in completing the required paperwork and meeting the requirements of both the University of Washington School of Medicine (UWSOM) and Southcentral Foundation. 

Important Contact Information:
Yagheli Shesh Qenq’a Anchorage Native Primary Care Center 
Southcentral Foundation (SCF)
4320 Diplomacy Drive 
Anchorage, AK 99508 

SCF Site Director, Margaret Carlson Cosentino, MD
2 West Medical Director
Cell: 210-643-2633
Office: 907-631-6116
MCarlsonCosentino@SouthcentralFoundation.com

SCF Site Coordinator, Terri-Jo Ewing
SCF Nuka Learning Program – SCFNukaStudent@southcentralfoundation.com 
Office: 907-729-7476
tewing@southcentralfoundation.com 

ANTHC Graduate Medical Education Coordinators, Norman Reeves and Tamar Vartanian
GME Office: 907-729-4771
GME@anthc.org 
 
Alaska WWAMI Clinical Program Coordinator, Ciera Stafford
UW School of Medicine
Cell: 907-350-5520
cejstaff@uw.edu 
 

ANMC General Information: 
Alaska Native Medical Center (ANMC) primary care services are delivered through Southcentral Foundation’s (SCF) nine primary care clinics located within the Yagheli Shesh Qenq’a Anchorage Native Primary Care Center (ANPCC). ANMC operates through a unique partnership between Southcentral Foundation (SCF) and the Alaska Native Tribal Health Organization (ANTHC), with SCF managing primary care services and ANTHC providing specialty and hospital-based care. Together, these organizations support comprehensive, coordinated care for Alaska Native and American Indian people. Customer-owners also have access to additional wellness services, including the Complementary Medicine Clinic and the Traditional Healing Clinic, available through local referrals. SCF and ANTHC do not share personal information, so you will need to provide your onboarding documentation separately to the Nuka Learning Program and Graduate Medical Education office.

SCF’s Nuka System of Care:
Southcentral Foundation’s Nuka System of Care is a relationship-based, whole-person approach to health and wellness. Care is grounded in partnership between customer-owners and integrated care teams, supporting self-determined health goals and addressing physical, emotional, mental, and spiritual well-being.

Preliminary Arrangements:
Students are responsible for maintaining contact with their rotation site to complete onboarding and confirm specific requirements.

· Approximately 10–12 weeks before your rotation, you will receive an email from Ciera Stafford with information about your Family Medicine rotation, including onboarding requirements and travel information.

· Arrival & Departure
Plan to arrive in Anchorage no later than the day before your rotation begins. Instructions for travel and initial check-in will be included in Ciera Stafford’s introductory email. Ciera will also provide contact information for the housing coordinators if needed.

· Housing
· Dedicated student housing is provided for all Anchorage rotations.
· Housing details will be shared in the week leading up to your clerkship.
· If you have not received housing information by the Wednesday before your start date, email Ciera at cejstaff@uw.edu.

· Transportation
· Rental cars are reimbursed by UW for this rotation.
· Additional information is available at: https://sites.uw.edu/gowwami/
· Questions? Email: gowwami@uw.edu 

· Orientation
On your first day, you will meet with the clerkship director and lead preceptor, receive a tour of the facility, review clinic policies and procedures, and be issued a laptop.
Additional instructions will be sent via email as your rotation start date approaches.

· Dress Code
· Business casual, professional attire is required.
· Wear your UW nametag and the SCF learner badge.
· Introduce yourself as a student physician working with the practice as part of your medical studies at the University of Washington. Customer-owners are asked to provide verbal consent for a student to be involved in their care prior to your C-O interactions.  It is not permitted to ask customer-owners for permission in front of the student.  

Required Onboarding Actions:
1. Ensure that all credentialing is completed at least six weeks prior to your rotation with the GME Office.

2. Complete and return all required onboarding paperwork and ensure you are cleared to start with the SCF Nuka Learning Program before your arrival.
a. One week before the start of your rotation, an introductory email will be sent to both you and your preceptor. This is an opportunity to connect with your preceptor(s) and ask any questions before the rotation begins.
b. One week prior to the start of your rotation, reach out to the SCF Nuka Learning Program to schedule your photo and badge pick-up appointment, including the date and time you are available.

Following these steps ensures a smooth start to your clerkship and allows you to focus on learning and patient care from day one.  Feel free to email Ciera Stafford at cejstaff@uw.edu with any questions.  


 
 
 

